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SESplan/Edinburgh Local Plan.

The examination of SESplan by the Reporter for the Scottish Government is now complete, and his report has been approved by Scottish Ministers, subject to the production of supplementary guidance on housing allocations by June 2014. This will need to find sites for a further 11,000 houses in the SESplan area, of which about 4,000 will be in Edinburgh.

Following the meeting between the Community Council and the Convenor of the Planning Committee, Ian Perry, on 10 July a timetable for further progress will be produced. All 2,200 representations on the LDP will be published by October 2013. A draft of the Supplementary Guidance on housing allocations has now appeared, and CEC are considering how it affects their draft Local Plan. Later in 2014 an amended Local Plan will be submitted to the Scottish Government, and together with all representations this will be examined by a Reporter appointed by the Scottish Government prior to its final publication.
Several members of the Community Council attended a meeting of the Edinburgh Green Party on 26 September to discuss SESplan and the draft Local Plan, and in particular their possible effects on green spaces and the Green Belt. Cliff Beevers gave a presentation on the proposed development of Curriemuirend Park.
Developments in Balerno

David Wilson Homes have carried out a Pre-Application Consultation for a proposal to build about 300 houses at Cockburn Crescent/ Mansfield Road in Balerno. This site is in the Green Belt. An exhibition was held in Balerno on 28 February, and responses to the questionnaire were requested by 29 March. An application in principle for 300 houses has now been submitted, and our objections were sent in August. Over 500 public comments have been made.
A further proposal for 120 houses in Ravelrig Road was made in July by Gladman Developments. A public meeting was held in Balerno Bowling Club on 3 October to display plans etc.

A third proposal has now appeared, for 275 houses at Goodtrees Farm, to the west of Cockburn Crescent, to be built by Miller Homes. There was an exhibition in Balerno Community Centre on 14 October. There was a public inquiry into a proposal to build 1400 houses here in 1978, which resulted in rejection. The decisive factors were the loss of prime agricultural land and the pressure of 750 extra cars journeys per day on Lanark Road.
Planning Applications received between 22 September 2013 and 20 October 2013:
13/03201/FUL 574 - 576 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5EL Change of use from shop (Class 1) to deli and cafe/bistro (Class 3) (in retrospect). Application validated 18/09/2013, comments by 18/10/2013. The CC have commented that we have no objections to this change of use, but we are aware of some complaints about noise related to these premises, both after 11pm when customers are leaving the premises, and from deliveries early in the morning before 7am.

13/04039/FUL 8 Baberton Mains Row Edinburgh EH14 3EH Single storey porch to front of dwelling. Application validated 26/09/2013, comments by 17/10/2013.

13/04117/TCO 626 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5EW Permission for treework to be carried out on a Ash tree, 2 Laburnums, 2 Crab-Apples, a Sycamore and a young Ash. Approved 02/10/2013
13/04188/FUL & 13/04189/CON 29 Juniper Avenue Edinburgh EH14 5EG Replacement of a 1960s two storey brick and pebbledash extension with a contemporary glass and render extension of similar size. Application validated 08/10/2013, comments by 29/10/2013.

13/04300/FUL 184 Baberton Mains Drive Edinburgh EH14 3DZ Erect sun room. Application validated 15/10/2013, comments by 05/11/2013.
Previous applications determined between 22 September 2013 and 20 October 2013:
13/03460/FUL 50 Baberton Mains Drive Edinburgh EH14. 3BS Convert and extend garage with link to existing house. Application validated 29/08/2013, consent granted 03/10/2013.
Previous applications still not determined:
13/03836/FUL 22 Baberton Mains Loan Edinburgh EH14 3E. Domestic dwellinghouse extended and altered. Application validated 10/09/2013, comments by 05/10/2013. This application appears identical to that which was refused in November 2010, on the grounds that it was out of scale with the surrounding properties. A written objection has been submitted.
13/02988/FUL 8 Juniper Park Road Edinburgh EH14 5DX  Formation of dormers and balcony deck to existing roof space. Application validated 26/07/2013, comments by 30/08/2013.
13/01525/FUL 1 Baberton Loan Edinburgh EH14 5DF Proposed conversion (change of use) of existing brick built disused warehouse facility to form 6 residential units utilising the existing building shell and profile. Application validated 30/04/2013, comments by 31/05/2013. Apparently delayed for discussions with Roads Dept.
Progress on Major Planning Applications:

11/01641/FUL 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011 when a s.75 planning agreement was concluded.
11/01641/CON 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Demolition of club house building and all attached ancillary buildings - Proposed development of sheltered apartments for the elderly plus communal facilities, car parking spaces and soft and hard landscaping. Consent given 01/09/2011.
Work on the new road and turning circle still not quite complete, and a pavement has been constructed round the turning circle. Final surfacing will be delayed until construction of the McCarthy & Stone development is finished in October 2013. Because of parking problems the turning circle is now closed by barriers until it is adopted. A meeting on the turning circle will be held on 23 October.
Following demolition of the old Janitor’s house, work has now started on the site on the east side of the Village Hall which will become a community garden. 
11/01914/CON & 11/01914/FUL Juniper Green Primary School 1A Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS. Private residential development comprising a total of 7 houses and 4 apartments.  Apartments and 3 mews houses to be located within the existing school building with partial demolition to the rear.  Existing outbuildings within old playground to be removed to accommodate new buildings to rear of site comprising 3 terraced townhouses, 1 detached house and associated garden ground and parking.  New vehicular and pedestrian entrance to be formed off Baberton Avenue. Application validated 13/06/2011, Consent granted 24/02/2012, and Listed Building consent for partial demolition granted 19/03/2012. A section 75 agreement covering this development will see contributions of £5000 to Safer Routes to School and £5000 to improvements to the bus stop at Baberton Avenue.

Construction work started on 24 October 2012 and is now nearing completion. The city archaeologist is satisfied with the site and findings to date, and requires a watching brief during construction such that if there were any findings these could be recorded. The developer is aware of the requirements and will keep CEC advised as the site develops. The Show House is now open.
Enforcement Cases:
13/00278/ECOU 574 - 576 Lanark Road Edinburgh EH14 5EL Unauthorised Change of Use. Recorded 24/05/2013. Still pending consideration, but consent granted 30/07/2013.
13/00448/ENCOMP & 13/00449/ECOND. 50 Baberton Avenue Juniper Green Edinburgh EH14 5DU. Recorded 29/07/2013. Pending Consideration. McCarthy & Stone development - Breach of approved landscaping/tree protection plan and deviation in height of development. Case closed on height of development (no contravention).
13/00575/ENCOMP Former Juniper Green Primary School 1A Woodhall Terrace Juniper Green EH14 5BS. Recorded 16/09/2013. Non Compliance with App Drawing. Case closed, no contravention.
Other issues.

Following refusal of consent for 19 uPVC double glazed windows at 442 Lanark Road, the applicants appealed to the Local Review Body, but were again refused consent. This property is the Juniper Green Conservation Area.

Following contact with the Post Office about the positioning of the pouch boxes at the junction of Baberton Avenue and Belmont Road, changes were made to the way deliveries are organised. This could have led to the relocation or removal of one or both of these boxes sometime in 2012 or 2013. Not clear whether one or both boxes are still in use.
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